
Greetings Brethren of Toronto East District 
 
First of all, I would like to thank the Brethren of Toronto East District who took the time to 
come out in support of our Remembrance Day Ceremonies held in Markham on Saturday 
November 7th, and Claremont and Scarborough on Sunday November 8th.  In total, 117 
Masonic Brethren took an active part.  Brethren, it was an honour to march in unison with 
you at the Remembrance Day Parade and the Civic Ceremonies held to remember our 
veterans past and present, and to those who made the supreme sacrifice that enables us to 
have the freedom and life we know today. 
 
I would like to recognize R.W. Bros. Bruce Grimbleby, Lou Lombardi and W. Bro. Frank 
MacKay, and thank them for their continued support as District Chairman of our 
Remembrance Day Ceremonies. 
 
It was a pleasure to attend the numerous district events held in November, one of which was 
West Hill’s Ladies night, held at the Scarborough Golf and Country Club.  A great evening 
of fine dining, music, dancing and time spent in a relaxed atmosphere with friends and 
brethren.  Thank you Brethren of West Hill Lodge for inviting Evelyn and I to your Ladies 
Night. 
 
The Beaches Lodge No. 473 G.R.C. at their regular meeting on November 5th performed the 
“Empty Chair Ceremony” in remembrance of those who made the ultimate sacrifice, and in 
keeping with their Military theme of the evening, Bro. Alex Chan was raised by a “Military 
Degree Team”, to the sublime degree of a Master Mason. 
 
On Monday November 9th, the brethren of Acacia Lodge No. 430, family and friends, 
attended a reception in honour of V.W. Bro. John W. Barnes for his Grand Lodge 
Appointment as “Assistant Grand Chaplain.”  A great evening was had by all. 
 
It was an honour to participate with the Brethren of Riverdale John Ross Robertson Lodge 
No. 494 in the presentation of a 50 year Pin and Veteran Jubilee Medal to W. Bro. James 
W. Cookson.  Family and friends shared in this special event with him. 
 
It was also an honour along with the Worshipful Master and Brethren of Alpha-Tuscan 
Lodge No. 384 to assist in the presentation of 50 and 60 year Pins and Certificates to V.W. 
Bro. Tom Perry and R.W. Bro. Donald Perry.  V.W. Bro. Tom Perry was the District 
Secretary for his brother, R.W. Bro. Donald Perry, D.D.G.M. 1981-82. 
 
Three District Installations were held in November.  Congratulations to 
 W. Bro. Lloyd Guilfoyle, Markham Union 87, 
 W. Bro. Gordon McHallam, Wexford 683, and 
 W. Bro. Lee C. Paterson, Todmorden 647 
on being installed as the newest Worshipful Masters of Toronto East District.  May your 
year, with the support of your P.M.s and the Brethren of your respective lodges, be a 
rewarding and memorable one. 



 
There will be four lodges having December Installations, 
 West Hill No. 670 G.R.C., 
 Birch Cliff No. 612 G.R.C., 
 Scarboro No. 653 G.R.C., 
 Doric No. 424 G.R.C. 
The will be a reception for M.W. Bro. C. Edwin Drew, Past Grand Master, hosted by 
Georgina Lodge No. 343 G.R.C.  There are also dates for many lodge festive events to be 
found on our District Website and District Newsletters.  Brethren, I look forward to greeting 
one and all at these events. 
 
In spite of all the glitter of Christmas lights, decorations, social and family get togethers, 
and Holiday music, the Festive Season can be an especially difficult and unhappy time of 
the year for many individuals and families alike.  Charity and kindness can come in many 
forms, and not all needs are the same.  Toy box drops, food hampers, the Salvation Army 
globes, or support your local blood banks if possible.  These are just a few of many ways we 
can help those in need during the Holiday Season and throughout the year.  Brethren, 
however you celebrate the Holiday Season, may you and your loved ones have safe travels 
and enjoy your times together. 
 
Evelyn and I wish you a very “Merry Christmas” and a “Happy New Year”. 
 
May the Great Architect of the Universe Watch over us all. 
 
Knowledge = Confidence; Never Stop Learning. 
 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
 
 
R.W. Bro. Dean M. Bergerson 
District Deputy Grand Master 
Toronto East District 
 


